
Website: http://tribaltanf.cdss.ca.govWebsite:  http://tribaltanf.cdss.ca.gov



Why is Tribal TANF a Special Program in the 
WtW 101 Academy?

W lf W k Di i iWelfare to Work Division
Employment and Eligibility Branch

CalWORKs Eligibility BureauCalWORKs Eligibility Bureau
Tribal TANF Unit



The Personal Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity and Reconciliation Act of 1996 

id d f di t f d ll i dprovided funding to federally recognized 
tribes to administer their own TANF 
programprogram



T ib l TANF i h id t lf t kTribal TANF is: cash aid grants, welfare to work 
services, and administration for Native Americans.



St th i f ili i lt ll l tStrengthening families in culturally relevant ways
Tribal TANF Programs given latitude to determine 
income and resource limits, grant levels, and , g ,
welfare to work activities

Note:
• CalFresh and Medi-Cal remain with CWDCalFresh and Medi Cal remain with CWD 
• Native American client has choice between 

CalWORKs or Tribal TANF (where available)





Tribal governments – Sovereignty-Chairperson; 
Council(s); Tribal Administrators/ExecutiveCouncil(s); Tribal Administrators/Executive 
Directors; 
Federal government – ACF Plan; provide direct 
f d hfunding, oversight
State government – CDSS:  Funding, MOU, 
oversightoversight
County government(s) – MOU; 
common clients



Total:     $143 million in CA
State $ 69 millionState       $ 69 million
Federal   $ 74 million

18,000 cases funded

40% f th ti ’ T ib l TANF d ll40% of the nation’s Tribal TANF dollars
Most number of Tribal TANF programs than any 
other state (16 of 64 in the nation – 25% of the (
number)
One of 16 states supplementing federal funding of 
Tribal TANFTribal TANF



Determine funding levels and administer MOUs
N t t• New:  start-up

• Changes:  withdrawals; expansions

Analyze, consult, provide technical assistance           
on program issues 
• WebsiteWebsite
• Primer

R i T ib l TANF l t fi lReview Tribal TANF program elements:  fiscal   
matters, audits, corrective actions, caseload          
data



California’s prominence in TribalCalifornia s prominence in Tribal 
TANF programs
Success stories from programs

Tribal TANF is a significant and viable alternative to 
CalWORKs for serving needy Native AmericanCalWORKs for serving needy Native American 
families in a sovereign, culturally relevant way 

Website:  http://tribaltanf.cdss.ca.gov


