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This document summarizes the key issues discussed at the meeting between Tribal TANF 
Administrators (TTA) and leaders and CDSS representatives on June 14, 2016. 
 
A summary of the prior TTA meeting on February 2, 2016, was reviewed and approved without 
edits. 

General Updates 
 
CalWORKs Eligibility Bureau Chief, Elaine Ward, provided updates regarding the repeal of the 
Maximum Family Grant and information on the CalWORKs Housing Support Program.  
Administrators were informed that changes to the Tribal TANF page on CDSS’ website were 
forthcoming and were also reminded that TT Program year-end Exhibit B Reports were due for 
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2015-16. 
 
Maximum Family Grant (MFG) 

The current MFG policy prevents parents in receipt of CalWORKs from receiving an increase in 
the grant for any child born to the household while any member of the household is receiving 
aid.  Administrators were informed that the MFG policy would be repealed effective January 1, 
2017, which will provide assistance for an estimated 130,000 children currently ineligible. 
 
CalWORKs Housing Support Program (HSP) 

Senate Bill (SB) 855 (Chapter 29, Statutes of 2014) created CalWORKs HSP.  The objective of 
the CalWORKs HSP is to foster housing stability for homeless families in the CalWORKs 
program.  County Welfare Departments in receipt of CalWORKs HSP funding are required to 
operate programs consistent with nationally recognized rapid re-housing models.   
In FY 2015-16, over 4,000 families were permanently housed.   
 
Presentation: CalFresh Outreach Policy and Education Program 

Presenters:  Jeff Lasiter, Manager, CalFresh Outreach; Shawn Mainville and Alexis Fernandez, 
CalFresh Policy; and Casey Powers, SNAP-Ed  

More than $7.5 billion in benefits are distributed annually to 4.5 million CalFresh recipients.  The 
average monthly benefit is $304 per household.  Benefits are issued through an Electronic 
Benefit Transfer (EBT) card.  

CalFresh also offers an Employment and Training (E&T) Program, designed to improve wages 
and employability, for families and individuals not receiving TANF.  Participants are reimbursed 
for transportation and other ancillary costs.  For more information on E&T, visit 
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/cdssweb/PG128.htm.  



Change-Reporting 

Currently, change-reporting households – which consist of seasonal and/or migrant farm 
workers, those who reside on an Indian reservation, those who are homeless, or households 
where all members are elderly or disabled – are not required to submit semi-annual income 
reports applicable to most CalFresh households.  Rather, they are required to report only certain 
changes and household allotments are determined on a “flow” basis.  CDSS has now issued 
instructions about transitioning change-reporting households to semi-annual reporting (SAR). 

These change-reporting requirements will be eliminated effective July 1, 2016.  Households 
residing on Native American Reservations will continue to be certified for a period of 24 months.  
Under SAR they will only be required to report when their income exceeds their Income 
Reporting Threshold and Able-Bodied Adults Without Dependents work hours (currently under a 
waiver).  Please refer to ACL 15-90 and 15-90E for more information on the elimination of 
change-reporting in CalFresh.  

SNAP-Education (SNAP-Ed) 

Members of Indian Tribal Organizations participating in the Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations are eligible for SNAP-Ed.  In 2015, 8,828 self-reported Native Americans received 
direct SNAP-Ed.  SNAP-Ed also provides educational classes utilizing evidenced-based 
curriculum and materials that are culturally and age appropriate, as well as providing meal cards 
that include foods native to California tribes.  For more information on SNAP-Ed Connection, 
please visit https://snaped.fns.usda.gov/.  To access Tools for Healthy Tribes, visit 
http://americanindianhealthyeating.unc.edu/tools-for-healthy-tribes/ and American Indian Health 
at https://americanindianhealth.nlm.nih.gov/eating.html. 

Presenters also provided a link to Farmers Markets that accept EBT cards, which can be 
accessed at http://ecologycenter.org/fmfinder/. 

For more information on CalFresh, please visit: http://www.dss.cahwnet.gov/foodstamps/. 

NEXT TRIBAL TANF ADMINISTRATORS MEETING 
 
Wednesday, November 2, 2016, 9:00 am – 12 pm (Building 9, 18th Floor) 


