
 

  CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES (CDSS) AND  
TRIBAL TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES (TANF) 

ADMINISTRATORS MEETING 
SUMMARY 

October 14, 2014 
744 P Street, OB9-Room 1804 

Sacramento, CA   
9:00 am – 11:30 am 

 
This document summarizes the key issues discussed at the meeting between Tribal 
TANF Administrators (TTA) and leaders and CDSS representatives on  
October 14, 2014. 
  
A summary of the last TTA meeting on February 11, 2014, was reviewed and approved 
without edits. 
 
STATUS OF THE BUDGET 
CDSS Deputy Director Todd Bland reported that the Federal budget has been extended 
with a “clean extension.”  There were no policy changes to the current extension.  This 
is anticipated to continue until the upcoming elections are complete.  The State budget 
was passed on time this year with only two major changes to the CalWORKs program, 
taking effect on April 1, 2015.  The first change will be a five percent grant increase for 
recipients. The second is that drug felons will now be able to reserve aid.  Current law 
excludes a drug felon from receiving benefits as part of the assistance unit.  The State 
did receive a $20 million allocation to put towards a new housing support program.  
More details on this program can be found at this website: 
 
The Standard Utility Assistance Subsidy (SUAS) now requires recipients to receive at 
least a $20 LIHEAP benefit versus the ten cents it previously required to be eligible in 
order to target.  Congress enacted this change to target those families most in need.  
This change costs the State roughly $9-10 million. 
 
REVISED EXHIBIT B EXPENDITURES REPORTING INSTRUCTIONS 
Beginning October 1, 2014, the Feds and the State will require a new ACF 196 R 
(Exhibit B) form to be completed in order to report quarterly expenditures.  One of the 
biggest changes will be the expansion of line item 23.  The “Other” category which 
consists of non-assistance activities that were not included under Line 6 through Line 
22.  Tribes including expenditures on this line must now provide a description of the 
specific benefits provided and the target population.  CDSS would like to organize a one 
day training for the book keepers.  CDSS has requested that any specific scenario or 
general questions which may arise be directed to Tribal TANF manager Erni Crowder.  
Emails can be sent to Ernestine.Crowder@dss.ca.gov.  More information can also be 
found here: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ofa/resource/tanf-acf-pi-2014-02.   
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CalFresh 
The CalFresh Program, federally known as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), can add to your food budget to put healthy and nutritious food on the 
table. The program issues monthly electronic benefits that can be used to buy most 
foods at many markets and food stores. 

The CalFresh Program helps to improve the health and well-being of qualified 
households and individuals by providing them a means to meet their nutritional needs.  

More information can be found by visiting the following sites: 

CalFresh Webpage:  http://www.cdss.ca.gov/foodstamps/ 
Outreach Webpage:  http://www.cdss.ca.gov/calfreshoutreach/  
Online Application Portal:  http://www.benefitscal.org/  
USDA FNS FDPIR webpage:  http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdpir/food-distribution-program-
indian-reservations-fdpir 
 
Energy Saving Assistance Program & CARE  
Regina Yvonne Lugani from SoCal Gas presented on assistance programs available to 
aid customers with their bill.  Tribal TANF is an automatic qualifier for the California 
Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) program, which allows customers to receive a 20 
percent discount on their monthly gas bill.  In addition to SoCalGas' programs, 
customers may qualify for other energy assistance programs, like the Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), which is a federally funded energy 
assistance program which can help pay your utility bill.  For more information, please 
visit their website at: www.socalgas.com/assistance-programs/ or contact Regina 
at RLugani@semprautilities.com. 
 
 
NEXT TRIBAL TANF ADMINISTRATORS MEETING 
February 10, 2015 9:00 am – 12 pm  
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